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Resolution 

Be it resolved that antibiotic use cannot Be it resolved that antibiotic use cannot 
be controlled be controlled 
Furthermore antibiotic use need not be Furthermore antibiotic use need not be 
controlledcontrolled
““DonDon’’t worry be happyt worry be happy””



Debate Strategy 
Make scurrilous remarks about the opponentMake scurrilous remarks about the opponent
Engage in direct personal attacks Engage in direct personal attacks 
Cite data out of contextCite data out of context
Use half truthsUse half truths
Use no truth whatsoever Use no truth whatsoever 
Use golf ball analogies if any sponsorship scandal Use golf ball analogies if any sponsorship scandal 
arises arises 

Source: Chretien JC
Rules for Debate , House of Commons, Ottawa
Revised 1993, Re-revised G Evans Mar 18 2006 



Controlling Antibiotic Use 
Really no need Really no need 
Valuable agents for humans, Valuable agents for humans, 
animals, and plants animals, and plants 

Reduce morbidity, mortality humans and Reduce morbidity, mortality humans and 
animalsanimals
Excellent growth promoters and help boost Excellent growth promoters and help boost 

economy in other sectors economy in other sectors 



Why Worry about Antibiotic Use 
Natural agents and part of normal Natural agents and part of normal 
ecosystemecosystem
Many new agents under development Many new agents under development 
Increasing pharmaceutical funding  Increasing pharmaceutical funding  
Many alternatives to antibiotics exist  Many alternatives to antibiotics exist  



Why Worry about Antibiotic Use 

Resistance issue completely Resistance issue completely 
overblown overblown 
Do not be swayed by resistance Do not be swayed by resistance 
zealots and sensationalistic media zealots and sensationalistic media 
hypehype



Liberalize  Use of Antibiotics 
Decrease in morbidity and mortality Decrease in morbidity and mortality 
Greater the number of antibiotics  less Greater the number of antibiotics  less 
likelihood treatment failure due to wrong likelihood treatment failure due to wrong 
choicechoice
No studies to date have demonstrated that No studies to date have demonstrated that 
resistant organisms are associated with resistant organisms are associated with 
increased mortalityincreased mortality
Age and underlying illness are key factorsAge and underlying illness are key factors
DR Feikin et al. Mortality from invasive pneumococcal pneumonia 
in the era of antibiotic resistance, 1995-1997 Am J Pub Health 2000



Mortality in Community-Acquired Pnemonia
Combination Therapy vs Beta-Lactam Alone

Garcia-Velazquez E et al  Eur J Clin Micro Infect Dis 24:190, 2005
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The Benefits of Antibiotics in Meat



New Antibacterial Agents 
Approved Since 1998 in the US

ANTIBACTERIALANTIBACTERIAL
LinezolidLinezolid
ErtapenemErtapenem
CefditorenCefditoren pivoxilpivoxil
GemifloxacinGemifloxacin
DaptomycinDaptomycin
Telithromycin Telithromycin 

YEARYEAR
20012001
20012001
2001 2001 
20032003
20032003
20042004

NOVEL 
Yes
No
No   
No
Yes

? Yes

Spellberg et. al., CID May 1 2004





Source:

FDA



Alternatives to Antibiotics 

Many alternatives existMany alternatives exist
Further lessens concerns over resistanceFurther lessens concerns over resistance
Many new alternatives under developmentMany new alternatives under development
ProbioticsProbiotics, , prebioticsprebiotics, phage therapy, , phage therapy, 
immunotherapy immunotherapy 




